
The 47th Annual Chicken-N-Stuff 

The tasty fundraiser Chicken-N-Stuff is scheduled for Monday, June 21st at the Cham-

bersburg Middle School.  Lunch will be served from 11 AM to 1 PM and dinner from     

4 PM to 6:30 PM.  Tickets are $8 each and will be available at the Extension Office, at 

the Riding Center, please see Patience or Leah or you can get them at the door.    Checks 

should be made payable to FCTRC.  We also have a group take out form for deliveries.  

The meals can then be delivered to your place of business.  We have the take out forms 

at the Extension Office or at the Barn.  If you would like it emailed to you, please send a 

request to rxk4@psu.edu. 

Chicken-N-Stuff is held by Chambersburg Rotary, Knights of Columbus and Masonic 

Lodge to benefit the riding program.  Normally held at Easter time the event was moved 

to June to allow a snow day to be made up the Monday after Easter.  Please come out and 

support this popular community event. 
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Mission Statement 
Franklin County 4-H Therapeu-

tic Riding Center provides rec-

reation and therapy through 

horsemanship to persons with 

special needs. 
 

Vision  
Our Centerôs goal is to offer year 

round therapeutic horsemanship 

activities, be financially stable, 

and have sufficient paid staff and 

volunteers to support its ex-

panded services and programs. 
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The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and em-

ployment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by 

state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work environment free of discrimination, including harass-

ment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or 

handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against fac-

ulty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the 

Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901; Tel 814-865-4700/V, 814

-863-1150/TTY. 
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Where horses do the healing. 

Franklin County 4-H 

Therapeutic Riding  

Center 

181 Franklin Farm Lane 

Chambersburg, PA  17202 

www.horseridingtherapy.org 

Office Phone: (717) 263-9226 

Barn Phone: (717) 263-0443 

Fax: (717) 263-9228 

E-mail: 

info@horseridingtherapy.org 

Youôre Invited to Art from the Heart 

We are excited to bring back our Art from the Heart 

fundraiser. The first event, held in 2008, brought in over 

$22,000 to the Center. This year, it is scheduled for Sat-

urday, May 22 from 4:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the Trellis 

Terrace at the Penn National Golf Course. At Art from 

the Heart, many different types of artwork will be avail-

able to purchase via a live and silent auction. There will 

also be musical entertainment by as well as author book 

signings. We already have some wonderful donations 

from local artists. Already committed are paintings, 

drawings and prints from Franklin County artists Becky 

Dietrich, Anne Finucane, Jean Harshman, Dee Henry, 

Barb Petrucci and Bob Schropp. A turned wooden bowl 

will be donated by Larry Miller of Chambersburg and 

pottery will be donated by James Smith and Kirk 

Wishard of the Penn State Mont Alto Pottery Coopera-

tive. In the written art form, we also have several books 

(including a number that are signed by the author) that 

will be in the silent auction. Heavy hors dôoeuvres will 

be available, and the event is free to attend. 

This beautiful woven alpaca throw 

donated by Prairie Manor (above) and 

award-winning photo ñDo the Dewò 

donated by Craig Kilgore (below) are 

just one two of the items that will be 

auctioned at the Art from the Heart. 

Ashlyn Tiedemann for donating grooming tools, halters and lead ropes for the 
barn. 

Thanks to all who contribute... 

FCTRC appreciates its supporters, volunteers, and spon-

sors.  We offer a sincere THANK YOU for help whether it 

be in kind or monetary.  We could not continue to make 

this program a success without you! 

M&T Bank who recently sponsored   
Rylee (pictured left) in our Sponsor a 
Horse program.  If you would be        
interested in donating to this program 
please contact Ann Fasnacht at           
717-264-6332.   

Wish List: 

¶ Tractor with a front-end bucket loader to help us manage our manure. 

¶ A electric golf cart or a John Deere Gator to be used to bring in the horses, check the fields and haul hay. 

¶ Cat food for our mouse patrol. 

¶ Paper towels and bathroom supplies. 

¶ Pruning saw. 

¶ Pruning shears. 

¶ Someone who is experienced with operating farm machinery who would like to mow our pastures.  We have a trac-

tor, bush hog and sickle bar mower.  We need someone who can operate and would be able to mow the pasture 2-3 

times a summer.  If this is you please donôt hesitate to call.   



Patience Groomes is the new barn manager at the Riding Center. You may remember her as Patience 

Cady, who was an instructor here. We welcome her back and are excited to have her help and input at 

the barn. We asked Patience to introduce herself to everyone. 

 

ñGreetings! As the new barn manager here at the Therapeutic Riding Center, I would like to introduce 

myself. A graduate of Wilson College with a B.S. in Equine Facilitated Therapeutics, a B.S. in Eques-

trian Management and a B.S. in Equine Management, I look forward to helping make everyone's in-

teraction with our facility, from the students to the volunteers, a positive experience. I am excited to 

be here, as well as thankful for the opportunity to once again teach in the program. Should you have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me, and I will address them accordingly. I appreciate 

everyone's willingness to adopt changes that will help the facility run more smoothly and look forward 

to getting to know everyone better.   

Comings and Goings 
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Retired Horses Update 

We all hate to say goodbye to our wonderful horses, but itôs so good to know that 

they have great retirement homes. Such is the case with Brutus and Cookie. Brutus, a 

big, Percheron program horse, and Cookie, Carol and Lydia Hooverôs horse that used 

to live at the Center, both retired to a farm owned by Vicki and Joe Godbout.  Where 

they live with a third horse, Silver. According to Vicki, all the horses are thriving. 

ñThey have an extra field to graze in because we fenced in the field across from our 

house,ò wrote Vicki. ñThey can come up to the house a couple days a week so that 

the grass is beautiful. They look forward to it and get all excited when we ask if they want to go to the house...We use 

Brutus to model good behavior when going from the pasture to the field. Matthew (their son) leads Cookie back and 

forth to the field. She is so gentle with him.ò 

Patience and her  

horse Gucci. 

From time to time Brutus still provides rides for friends. He also tells his owners what he wants by stomping his front 

hoof, and he can open his stall door when heôs done eating. Their farrier loves the horses and reports that they are very 

smart and well behaved for him. ñThey are definitely family with us,ò says Vicki, ñand I believe that they would come in 

the house if we left the door open. Well, Brutus would have to come in the French doors.ò 

Everyone at the Center is so pleased to hear that Brutus and Cookie are well loved and well cared for. They deserve to 

live the easy life. Thank you Vicki, Joe and family! 

Brutus, one of our former lesson horses, 

is living the good life in retirement. 

Our long time Executive Director, Robert Kessler, will be retiring on July 1, 2010; after over 41 years working for the 

Penn State University at the Franklin County Cooperative Extension Office.  Bob will continue to serve the Therapeutic 

Riding Center as Executive Director as a volunteer.  If you would like to participate in Bobôs retirement it will be Sun-

day, June 20th from 1-4 PM at the Ag Heritage Center.  The Ag Heritage Center is the new building on the other side of 

the stream, across the road from the riding center.  A short program will be held at 2:30 PM.  We look forward to the 

opportunity to say thank you and to wish Bob all the best as he begins the next journey in life.  Light refreshments will 

be served.  No RSVP is necessary.  If you have any questions please contact Kristen Coover at (717) 263-9226 or email 

at kmc22@psu.edu. 

Spring is the season of renewal and change and nowhere is that more evident than at the riding center.   

Diane Ferrell who had been our barn manager for over the past year and long time volunteer at our program has stepped 

away from our program for some very deserved R & R.  Her husband Charles who also volunteered for us for years and 

kept up the maintenance of our pastures and facility also left.  They are enjoying their retirement by doing some travel-

ing about the country.  We say a special thanks to these two volunteers.  We miss them, but hope they are enjoying their 

retirement.  Come back and visit soon. 

Lights, Camera, Action! 

Over the last few weeks, camera crews have been hanging out at the Center. Whatôs all the fuss about? Students from 

Shippensburg University have been filming and interviewing so we asked their professor, Dr. Ted Carlin, to explain. 

The class itself is called Electronic Field Production and it is an upper-division Communication/Journalism Department 

elective course designed to allow students the opportunity to produce videos on-location outside of the television studio. 

Students are permitted to take this course in their junior or senior year after completing two pre-requisite courses. De-

signed by Dr. Carlin as a service learning course, students produce videos for non-profit organizations selected by Dr. 

Carlin. The class has been divided into two groups this spring, with one group producing a video for The Franklin 

County 4-H Therapeutic Riding Center and the other group completing a video for The Carlisle YWCA. The ten stu-

dents involved with the FCTRC video are: Matt Groseclose, Ashley Johnson, Matt Stickel, Amanda Kramer, Matt 

Malone, Evan Nelson, Tyler Hock, Lucas Campbell, Tony Paolucci, and Lucas Winters. 

 

The goal of this video project is to update the previous informational 

video produced for the Riding Center several years ago. Unlike other 

video courses in the Communication/Journalism Department curricu-

lum related to news and sports, this course allows students the oppor-

tunity to work with an actual community client in a collaborative 

video production. Students get to learn about the operations of and 

people involved with the Riding Center and translate this learning into 

a written shooting script and video.  

 

The Riding Center was selected by Dr. Carlin two and a half years ago 

after speaking with Diana Ferrell about the project at Wal-Mart! Dr. 

Carlin had worked with Diana extensively while she was a staff mem-

ber at the university and was looking for a client for the class in 2007. 

However, Dr. Carlin was unable to run the course that year due to 

the passing of a department faculty member. When the opportunity 

came up again in 2009 to teach the course this spring, Dr. Carlin 

contacted Diana to see if the Riding Center was still interested in pursuing the project. Diana passed the request along to 

Stephanie and the process began in earnest in February. 

 

Several steps are accomplished along the way to a successfully produced video this summer. First, students were intro-

duced to the Riding Center through an on-campus presentation by Stephanie. This was followed by a visit and tour of the 

Riding Center by the students. Then Dr. Carlin assigned student pairs to each of the five sections: overview, autism pro-

gram, therapeutic program, carriage driving program, and volunteering. Then, through the use of email and phone calls, 

students communicated with Stephanie and Leah Good to establish times and dates to film and interview at the Riding 

Center. Following the completion of the filming, students will work on editing the footage back at the university using a 

computer program called Final Cut Studio. Once all of the sections are edited by the students and approved by the Rid-

ing Center staff, Dr. Carlin will assemble all of the sections together into a DVD.  

 

The Riding Center will then be able to use the DVD to inform the community about the Riding Center and its operations 

and to attract potential riders, volunteers, and donors. Additionally, each section's video can be posted to the Riding Cen-

ter's website to be viewed there as well. 

 

We are very grateful to Dr. Carlin and all the hard-working students for producing this DVD for us! 

One of the Shippensburg students films the view from the 

carriage as George Fries drives Susie. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5201989&id=166032029257

