
Mission Statement 
To provide recreation and therapy 

through horsemanship to persons with 

special needs. 
 

Vision  
Our Centerôs goal is to offer year round 

therapeutic horsemanship activities, be 

financially stable, and have sufficient 

paid staff and volunteers to support its 

expanded services and programs. 
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Where horses do the healing. 

Franklin County 4-H 

Therapeutic Riding  

Center 

181 Franklin Farm Lane 

Chambersburg, PA  17202 

www.horseridingtherapy.org 

Barn Phone: (717) 263-0443 

Fax: (717) 263-9228 

E-mail:  

info@horseridingtherapy.org 

Introducing 

Kim Battin 

Everyone at FCTRC would like 

to welcome Kim Battin, the new 

barn manager. Kim started work 

officially October 31, 2011, but 

she actually helped out with the 

Fall Festival prior to starting her 

actual employment! We are ex-

cited to have Kim as part of the 

team. 

Kim brings with her a wide vari-

ety of horse experience. She is a 

graduate of Wilson College with 

a BS in Equine and Equestrian 

Management. She worked at Wil-

son for almost 15 years during 

which time she performed many 

duties. Some of those jobs in-

cluded Stable Manager, Adjunct 

Faculty, Co-Coordinator of the 

Community Riding Program and 

Community Riding Program In-

structor. Kim studied and rode 

with Col. Alfred R. Kitts, FEI, 

USDF, USEF Judge for over 10 

years and has been a riding in-

structor for over 20 years now. 

Kim has brought her pony Devon 

to the farm as well. Devon has 

been a lesson pony for many  

Meet Teddy 

Teddy is the newest addition to 

our horse family. He is a 19-year-

old Quarter Horse gelding on 

lease to us by his owner Daria 

Watson. Heôs easily recognizable 

by his palomino color. Teddy 

comes to us with lots of experi-

ence including that of a school 

horse and equine facilitated thera-

peutics horse at Wilson College. 

Teddy settled into his new sur-

roundings quickly and has al-

ready proven his worth as a les-

son horse. We are hoping that 

with his comfortable gaits he can 

teach some of our more advanced 

riders how to canter. We are very 

pleased to announce that Teddy is 

sponsored by F&M Trust. 
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Wish List: 

Digital camera 

Computer with monitor  

Conveyor for manure pile 

Hay storage shed for one field 

Breakaway halters 

Thanks For Our In-Kind Donations 

¶ Jo and Chris Kreider for the garbage bags. 

¶ Josh Trindal for continually hauling away our constant supply of ma-

nure. 

¶ All the volunteers that donated gifts and prizes and helped at the Fall 

Festival and Fall Horse Show. 

¶ Chuck McClanahan for food donations at the Fall Festival. 

Kim Battinôs horse Devon is a 

new arrival at the barn. 

Trish Hanks (left), from F&M Trust pre-

sents Stephanie Corum with a check for 

$1,500 to sponsor our new horse Teddy. 

years and may work into the 

therapeutic program in a limited 

capacity next year. 

Also frequently seen with Kim is 

her dog Caleb, a big, black lov-

able  German Shepherd/

Rottweiler mix. Feel free to say 

hello to Kim, Devon and Caleb. 

Kim can be found at the barn 

most weekdays. She manages the 

horsesô care, meeting with 

(among others) our program vet 

Dr. Nadine Oakley and our farrier 

Sharon Hanna. Sheôs also in 

charge of keeping the barn organ-

ized so everything can run 

smoothly. Some days are a chal-

lenge, but Kim is up to it! 

Just a Few of the Events Coming in 2012 

¶ Beer tasting, dancing and silent auction fundraiser in February. 

¶ Meet and Greet open to everyone in March 

¶ Art from the Heart in May 

¶ Second annual golf tournament in July. 



  Volunteer Spotlight 

This time around we shine the spotlight on Sharon Rost, who has been a very dedicated volunteer for the rid-

ing center. Sharon often helps Susan Rotz with lessons, but she can also be found announcing the horse show 

and helping out with various other activities. 

1. Who is your favorite horse at the barn and why? - Chief because he has been so reliable for many years and 

is extremely cute with all of his spots! 

2. What is your favorite volunteer activity and why? - Helping students learn 

the parts of the horse, how to groom and tack, and also leading or side walk-

ing. 

3. What is your favorite food? - Difficult to narrow down, but pasta is high 

on the list. 

4. What is your favorite movie? - Dances With Wolves. 

5. What famous person (living or dead) would you most like to meet? - 

Bobby McFerrin ï virtuoso singer.  

6.  What kind of music do you listen to? - Music surrounds me. I listen to 

everything. 

7. What item can't you live without? - My reading glasses. 

8. Where do you live? - On top of a hill in the country. 

9. Where is your favorite place to go on vacation? - Anywhere my husband wants to take me.  He makes great 

choices! 

10. What do you like to do when you are not volunteering? - Riding my horse, Klara Bella, playing piano, bik-

ing, hiking, and golfing.  

Sharon Rost (on horse) acts as a demon-

stration rider at a joint event with FCTRC 

and Star Equestrian Center. 

Fall Festival and Horse Show 

Bolstered by the success of our yard sale/pony rides in the spring, we decided to hold a Fall Festival at the barn 

in October. Pony rides, face painting, stick horse races, a scavenger hunt and plenty of food made for a fun 

family day on Saturday, October 22. It also gave us the opportunity to intro-

duce our program and wonderful horses to even more members of our com-

munity. The weather was chilly, but dry and we had a steady stream of peo-

ple through the farm. Patience Groomes did an outstanding job of organizing 

the event, even though she was very pregnant at the time! There were many, 

many other volunteers that selflessly gave up their Saturday to help through-

out the day. After it was all said and done, almost $900 was raised. Look for 

this to become an annual event! 

The follow Saturday (October 29) was supposed to be our Fall Horse Show. 

Who knew a freak October snow storm was in the works! We wisely post-

poned the show and rescheduled it for the following Saturday. November 5 started out chilly, but sunny, and it 

warmed up nicely in the afternoon. It was our largest show ever, with 24 participants. Jenny George started the 

day off right with a beautiful carriage driving demonstration with Susie. Then, like the spring show, we had a 

dressage show, where each rider rode a specific pattern and the movements were 

scored on a scale of 0 (not performed) to 10 (excellent). The horse and rider 

combination that had the highest overall score won.  

Many thanks to our judge Sara Geisinger, who had lots of positive comments for 

our riders. All in all it was a fun and successful day for all the participants! 

Fall Show Results 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk 1      

1. Jake Moore     

2. Austin Ramsey    

3. Nicholas Mirando 

4. Damian Thomas 

Walk 2      

1. Matt Miller     

2. Kat Green    

  

Walk Trot Canter 

1. Kevin Brobst 

Walk Trot 1 

1. Dylan Hess 

2. Jeremy Wishard 

3. Kyle Fogal 

4. Duncan Campbell 

5. Joey Morris 

Walk Trot 2a 

1. Preston Dile 

2. Layla Koons 

Thatôs one happy young lady taking a 

pony ride on Woody. 

Volunteer Leigh Cordell 

(right) helps a youngster on 

the Scavenger Hunt. 

Walk Trot 2b 

1. David Dresser 

2. Eric Coldsmith 

3. Dakota Miller 

4. Thomas Sollenberger 

5. Steve Ebersole 

6. Chris Miller 

Walk Trot 3 

1. Mike Jones 

2. Diana Umbrell 

Comings and Goings 

Congratulations to our Patience 

and Brett Groomes on the birth of 

their first child, Colton William. 

He was born Friday, October 28 

at 1:42pm. He weighed in at a 

healthy 9 pounds, 4 ounces and 

was 21 inches long.  

And we say good-bye to Lady 

Bella, who has gone to live with 

Barb Wineman in Fannetsburg, 

PA. Barb has kindly taken many 

of our horses over the years and 

weôre so happy she could find 

room in her heart for one more. 

Congratulations to Marcella Shef-

fler, who received a Volunteer 

Service award from the United 

Way of Franklin County at their 

kick-off luncheon in September. 

We canôt begin to thank Marcella 

for her many years of service to 

our organization. 

To keep up with the increased 

number of riders, we have several 

horses coming in on trial in hopes 

of working them into lessons next 

year. If they work out, we can in-

troduce you to them in the next 

newsletter. 

The happy Groomes family (left to right) 

Patience (volunteer instructor), Colton and 

Brett. 


