
Starting with this newsletter, we will be 

profiling both volunteers and participants 

in our program. This time around we will 

focus on Marcella Sheffler. If you are a 

participant in the program, you know 

Marcella. She is the physical therapist 

that evaluates everyone before they start 

riding. She also works with students on 

Wednesday evenings and is a long-time 

member of our Council. Marcella has 

been with the Center since its beginning 

in the early 1980ôs. 

We are so privileged to have Marcella as 

part of our team, and we are very pleased 

to announce that Marcella received the 

2009 Humanitarian Award from the 

Pennsylvania Physical Therapy Associa-

tion (PPTA). This award was established 

through the PPTA by CTI Physical Ther-

apy in 1995 to honor a Pennsylvania 

physical therapist who has distinguished 

himself/herself by significantly enhanc-

ing the lives of others without monetary 

gain. In honor of the recipient, CTI 

Physical Therapy donated $500 to the 

charity of her choice. Marcella decided to 

have the funds given to the Riding Cen-

ter. Congratulations to Marcella for a job 

well done and thank you for the donation 

and all your years of service to the Riding 

Center. 
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Mission Statement 
Franklin County 4-H Therapeu-

tic Riding Center provides rec-

reation and therapy through 

horsemanship to persons with 

special needs. 
 

Vision  
Our Centerôs goal is to offer year 

round therapeutic horsemanship 

activities, be financially stable, 

and have sufficient paid staff and 

volunteers to support its ex-

panded services and programs. 
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Thanks to all who contribute... 

FCTRC appreciates its supporters, volunteers, and sponsors.  We offer a 

sincere THANK YOU for all your various help.  We could not continue to 

make this program a success without you! 
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Lorna Blanchard and her son David for weeding and cleaning while daughter/sister Allanah is riding. We appreciate 
anything the families do while other are riding. 

Thanks to Macie VanSavage and family for donations of water and a leaf blower. 

Chris VanSavage spent an afternoon helping cut burrs from the middle field. She is now a certified burr cutting expert. 

Marcella Sheffler (far right) teaches a 

student at the Riding Center. 

Where horses do the healing. 

¶ Automatic waterers for the 

pastures 

¶ John Deere gator or golf cart 

¶ Front loading washer 

¶ Small diesel tractor with front 

end loader 

¶ Volunteers to help on the Art 

from the Heart committee 

¶ Volunteer to help manage our 

finances with Quick Books 

Our Wish List 

Find Us Online 

The FCTRC has expanded its online presence and we encourage you to 

check us out and spread the word.  First, go to our website, 

www.horseridingtherapy.org. Here you can find volunteer and rider forms 

as well as donate securely online via Paypal. If youôd like, you can even 

sign up to receive this newsletter via email. 

Are you on Facebook? Then become a fan of the FCTRC group! Do a 

search for Franklin County Therapeutic Riding Center to find us. We regu-

larly update our Facebook friends. You can post on the fan section of the 

site and check out some of our current photos. And please, tell all your 

Facebook friends! The more people we reach the better! 

Please note: The lockers have been cleaned out and removed. There is one remaining in 
the laundry room. Items removed from the lockers are being stored in the carriage shed 
and can be picked up at any time. If items are not claimed by the end of January, they 
will be considered a donation to the program. 

More New Horses 

There are two new equine friends at the Center. Bill is a chestnut Morgan geld-

ing the Center purchased earlier this year. We also have Susie, a gentle giant 

black Percheron, who will be our new driving horse as she already has years of 

experience. Both horses are settling well into their new lives at the farm. We 

hope to have them in the program next spring. 

Bill, our new Morgan gelding. 

Susie, our Percheron driving horse 
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Stephanieôs Story 

As we approach another holiday season, it is always a perfect time to reflect on the year and look towards a new one. This 

year has been full of challenges everywhere you look. With charitable giving down for obvious reasons, the Centerôs goal 

for 2009 was to break even, and Iôm proud to say it looks like we will do that. We will come through this difficult time in 

much better shape than many banks and mortgage companies.  

We are so grateful to all of those who did donate to the Center this year. While too numerous to mention each one, please 

accept this general ñThank youò to everyone who gave their time and/or money, whether it was 1 hour or 100 hours; $5.00 

or $5,000. Of course, itôs not too late to make a donation. We hope you will consider the Center in your holiday giving 

this year. 

I personally would like to extend a big ñThank youò to all of our volunteers.  A few stand out to me in particular as I 

started in my new role as co-director. Carol Hoover, our volunteer coordinator does such a wonderful job and is so respon-

sive to anything I ask. Susan McClean stepped up and took over the Monday night riders on very short notice. And Diana 

Ferrell, our barn manager who works tirelessly for the program has gotten the barn in top shape. To all the board mem-

bers, instructors and every person who gives of their time. I truly appreciate your dedication. You hear it time and again 

that volunteers are the backbone of the program, but it is so true. Without each and every one of you, we wouldnôt get 

very far. 

Finally, looking forward to 2010, we are excited for a new and challenging year. We hope to increase the number of riders 

in both our program for children with Autism as well as our regular sessions. The driving program will be back and ready 

for new students in the spring. Art from the Heart returns, and we will be working towards a new and improved organiza-

tional structure. The program is going to grow and we likely will have growing pains, but it is an exciting time, and I look 

forward to being a part of it. 

Did you know it costs us approximately $1,500.00 a year to keep just one horse? With our 10 program horses, that comes 

to $15,000. (And thatôs if nothing goes wrong!) The Sponsor a Horse program helps cover the annual costs of our horses. 

Sponsors receive a plaque and the opportunity to come visit and take photos of their horse.  We would like to extend our 

thanks to our 2009 Horse Sponsors (as of mid-November): 

 

 

Ken & Beverly Barrett     Orrstown Bank  

F&M Trust      Sollenbergers Messenger Service    

Franklin County Society of Farm Women  Angela Weagly     

Michael Hennessy     James Weaver 

Lady Moon Farms 

Sponsor a Horse Program 

Target Work Group  

On November 8, six employees from the Target Ware-

house donated their time to help spruce up our facility. 

As seen in the picture to the right, they installed a fence, 

but thatôs not all. The group also fixed a board fence, 

stained the mounting ramps and sanded and sealed our 

two picnic tables. It was a beautiful day to work out-

side, and we were most appreciative of the people who 

took time out of their busy schedules to help with our 

never-ending maintenance.  

Horse Show Results 

Both sessions had shows where riders could show off their skills. This year, the competition was very stiff! Our wonder-

ful judge, Brenda Brown commented on how well the riders did and that mere .5 points often separated the placings. 

Both shows were greeted by wonderful weather, excellent horses, plenty of volunteers and a good natured spirit. Con-

gratulations to everyone that competed. The results for both shows are as follows: 

Session 1 

Walk     Walk-Trot 2 

1stðMichael Hoffman   1stðMike Jones 

2ndðSophia Giuotini   2ndðTai Barrett 

3rdðStephanie Glessner  3rdðJon Mao 

4thðTrenton Hoover 

5thðCristin Jeffries 

Walk-Trot 1     Walk-Trot 3 

1stðG.W. Turner    1stðGreta Bortfeld 

2ndðWilliam Rice    2ndðDavid Dresser 

3rd (tie) - Donovan Vasquez, Kevin Brobst 3rdðCrystal Bittinger 

4thðLauren Moore    4thðRyan Baer 

5thðDiana Umbrell 

6thðEmmalee Stopyra 

Session 2 

Walk     Walk-Trot 2 

1stðMatthew Miller   1stðChris Miller 

2ndðCamdyn Dudley   2ndðEric Coldsmithnd 

3rd (tie) - Jenny Mao, Erin Karcher 

Walk-Trot 1     Walk-Trot 3 

1stðSkylar Johnson    1st (tie) - JoAnn Heckman, Courtney Patterson 

2ndðChristian Diaz-Pitsnagle   2ndðDrake Kaiser 

3rd (tie) - Molly Rice, Allanah Blanchard 3rdðKayla Kauffman 

4thðKathy Green 

Save the Date! 

Art fro
m the Heart 

May 22, 2010, 4:00pm to 9:00pm 

Trellis Terrace, Penn  National Golf Club & Inn 

Participants from the Spring Horse Show 

Participants from the Fall Horse Show 


